8                             THE   LAND   OE   THE   LAMAS
to the west, at Ch'eng-ting Chou,1 it imparted its yellow
color to the whole country, and gradually increased
in thickness as we approached the range of mountains
which divides Chih-li from Shan-hsi, till at Huo-lu
Hsien, where we stopped for breakfast, the road was in
a cut about thirty feet deep. Passing Huo-lu, the road
entered a rough broken country of limestone formation,
and crossed several ranges of low hills. On the morn-
ing of the 23d of December, I reached the Great wall,
and passed through the " northern heavenly gate" (Pei-
Pien wen), altitude 2000 feet. This branch of the Great wall,
which forms the boundary line between the provinces of
Chih-li and Shan-hsi for several hundred miles, differs
from that usually visited by tourists at Nan-k'ou, a
little to the north of Peking, in that it is everywhere
faced with stone, instead of brick, as at the latter place.
While on the subject of the Great wall, I must note that
there are two Great wall's: one called the frontier wall
(Pien cltfeng)) extending from the gulf of Chih-li to
Ch'ia-yii kuan, at the western extremity of Kan-su;
the\ other, known as "the long wall7' (Ch'ang-cfteny)
or "the myriad li wall" (Wan-U cltfeny), branches off
from the first near its eastern end, and, describing an
arc of a circle around the northwestern extremity of
the province of Chih-li, follows the crest of the range
dividing that province from Shan-hsi, for several hundred
miles. These two walls were built at different times from
the third-century B. c. to the fourteenth century A. D., and
to oppose various enemies, Turks, Mongols, or Manchus.
In size, shape, and material they differ considerably. The
1A little to the west of this city This river frequently figures on our
flows the Hu-to ho which has its source raapsasP'u-t'aoho "Grape river,"but
iu the Wu-tfai district in Shan-hsi. erroneously.